
Utah Division of Water Rights

Kent L. Jones, P.E.

State Engineer

www.waterrights.utah.gov

Water Rights -
Adjudication

Natural Resources, Agriculture, and 
Environmental Quality Appropriations 

Subcommittee

June 20, 2017



Additional
Resources

Success Framework – Pilot Project
• Focus on statutory mandates
• Restructure existing team
• Refine existing process flow within 

statute
• Leverage regional offices

SB 75 (2016)
• Modernizes the adjudication process
• Creates incentive for claimant 

participation
• Provides enhanced due process
• Expands the notice beyond current 

records

• Special Master Funding (2015)
• Sales Tax Re-allocation (2017)

Water Rights Adjudication 
Streamlining Strategy
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Claims Processed (FY) Objections Resolved (FY)

Water Rights Adjudication 
Results of Streamlining Efforts & Costs

Fiscal Year Cost 2014 2015 2016 2017

Claim Processing 
(Administrative)

$584,235 $654,791 $676,806 $746,480

Objection Resolution
(AG’s & Judicial)

$330,158 $310,762 $350,196 $444,369



Salt Lake County Adjudications 

West Division

Area 59

East Division

Area 57

Southwest: 59-4

1979

West: 59-3

1977

Central: 59-2

1977

Northwest: 59-1

1975 Emigration Creek: 57-1

1983

Harmony Park: 57-2

2012

Red Butte Creek: 57-3

Harmony Park East: 57-4

2017

Nibley Park: 57-5

West Mill Creek: 57-6
Jordan Park: 57-7

Rose Park: 57-8

City Creek: 57-9
Dry Creek: 57-10


